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Mary’s Song, Book 1, Dream Horse Adventures by Susan Count
SusanCountAuthor@yahoo.com
An assessment of Mary’s Song reveals a narrative that balances high-interest equestrian themes with sophisticated emotional depth, making it an ideal candidate for middle-grade collections (ages 8–12).

Reading Assessment: Mary’s Song
1. Sentence Complexity
The prose employs a varied rhythmic structure. While many action-oriented sequences use direct, punchy sentences to build tension, the descriptive passages are more lyrical.
· Structure: Frequent use of compound-complex sentences.
· Dialogue: Realistic and age-appropriate, often carrying the emotional weight of the scene.
· Challenge Level: Moderate. The syntax supports fluency while occasionally pushing the reader to navigate longer clauses during Mary’s internal reflections.
2. Vocabulary
The text features a rich blend of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary:
· Domain-Specific (Equestrian): Terms like curry comb, fetlock, withers, and canter are used with enough context for non-riders to follow, though they provide a rewarding "pro" feel for horse lovers.
· Academic/Literary: Words such as resilience, precarious, and unwavering appear naturally within the narrative.
· Contextual Support: Most difficult terms are defined through action or surrounding imagery, aiding vocabulary acquisition without stalling the plot.
3. Text Features
· Chapter Length: Consistent and manageable, typically 10–15 pages, providing natural "breathing room" for developing readers.
· Formatting: Standard serif typeface with generous leading (line spacing) makes the text accessible for readers with visual processing sensitivities.
4. Thematic Complexity
This is where the book truly shines for classroom discussion.
· Core Themes: Disability and accessibility, the ethics of animal husbandry, and the intersection of passion and physical limitation.
· Nuance: The story avoids "inspiration porn" tropes, instead focusing on Mary’s agency, frustration, and hard-earned growth. It requires readers to infer her emotional state and empathize with her unique perspective.
5. Comparison Benchmarks
· If you liked The Black Stallion (Walter Farley): Mary’s Song offers a similar bond between horse and rider but with a more contemporary, character-driven emotional core.
· If you liked Out of My Mind (Sharon Draper): Readers will recognize the theme of overcoming physical barriers and the desire for independence.
· Lexile/Leveling Equivalent: Roughly 650L–750L (Guided Reading Level S/T).

Bottom Line: Library Shelving & Placement
· Primary Genre: Middle Grade Realistic Fiction / Animals.
· Shelving: Place in the J Fiction (Juvenile) section.
· Curriculum Fit: Excellent for units on Character Traits, Overcoming Adversity, or as a high-interest choice for "reluctant readers" who have a specific interest in animals.
· Target Audience: Grades 3–7.


