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This assessment evaluates Selah’s Stollen Dream (Book 4 of the Dream Horse Adventure series) to determine its appropriate instructional level and library placement.

Reading Teacher Assessment
	Category
	Assessment Details

	Sentence Complexity
	The text utilizes a mix of compound and complex sentences. While the prose is accessible, it frequently uses descriptive clauses to convey the sensory experience of working with horses and the emotional internal monologue of the protagonist.

	Vocabulary
	Tier 2 (Academic/Literary): Resilience, perspective, anticipation, meticulous.


Tier 3 (Domain-Specific): Stollen, dressage, lateral work, haunches-in, canter pirouette. The technical equestrian terms are often defined through context.

	Text Features
	Conventional chapter book format with clear headings. The narrative follows a linear progression but includes sophisticated subplots regarding competitive pressure and horse-human bonds.

	Thematic Complexity
	High. Beyond the "horse story" surface, the book explores themes of integrity, the weight of expectations, overcoming setbacks, and the ethical treatment of animals. It requires readers to infer character motivations.


Export to Sheets

Comparison Benchmarks
To assist with leveling, this title aligns with the following standards:
· Lexile Framework: Estimated 740L – 850L.
· Guided Reading Level (Fountas & Pinnell): S/T.
· Recommended Grade Level: 4th – 7th Grade (Middle Grade).
· Comparable Titles: The Black Stallion by Walter Farley (for technical detail) or War Horse by Michael Morpurgo (for emotional depth).

The Bottom Line
Library Shelving: Middle Grade Fiction / Adventure.
Summary for Librarians: This is a high-interest title for "horse-crazy" readers that offers more than typical genre fiction. Due to the technical accuracy of the equestrian scenes and the emotional maturity of the protagonist, it bridges the gap between lower middle grade and "tween" fiction. It is an excellent choice for developing fluency in readers who enjoy realistic, character-driven adventures.

